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man-lion, one of his ten incarnations. The story
is told in the Vishnu-purana. Hiranya-ka^ipu,
king of the Asuras and one of the doorkeepers
of Vishnu's paradise, had obtained from Brahma
by severe penances the boon that he should not
be slain by any created being. Inflated with
pride, he then attempted to usurp the sovereignty
of Vishnu, and ordered his son, Prahlada, to offer
him the worship due to the god. Prahlada refused
and braved all the wrath of his infuriated father.
When Hiranya struck him he only thought on
Vishnu, and the blows fell harmless. He was
cast into the fire and was not burnt. With
thoughts still fixed on the Preserver, he remained
uninjured when elephants tried to trample him
to death, and when thrown fettered into the sea
a fish, at Vishnu's command, carried him safely
ashore.
At last, as Prahlada continued praying to
Vishnu and proclaiming that He was everywhere
and in everything, Hiranya tauntingly asked,
" If that is so, why dost thou not show him to
me?"
Upon this Prahlada arose and struck a column
of the hall in which they stood, and behold,
Vishnu issued forth in a Form which was half-
man and half-lion, and tore the impious Asura
king to pieces.
The sculptor has chosen the moment when the
terrific apparition of the Man-lion rashes forth to